
HHS PTA Meeting Minutes- September 23, 2020 
 
Presidents Report, Jackie and Cheryl   -   
Welcome Back! Some things to note… 

 
 
Parents please refrain from entering school building.   

 
All attendance requests go to Mary Vozzi in the main office. If your child is late/leaving early/sick 
etc… please email her at mvozzi@hewlett-woodmere.net You must provide the school with a signed 
note with a reason for the absence that is emailed to the school. 

 
Tomorrow is back to school night. This is a virtual event and will begin at 7:00 p.m.  Junior night 
begins at 6:15 to hear all about what to expect junior year.  Back to school night is from 7-9pm.  We 
will follow a blue day schedule.  An email came out with a list of how you can enter each classroom 
and what teachers will not be available.  Dr. Galati to provide details.  We have adjustable bulldog 
masks that have a pouch for a filter.  They are $10.  We will be using VENMO a lot this year so that 
money is not exchanging hands.  @HHS-PTA.   Make sure you are specific as to what you are paying 
for in the memo so we know what you are purchasing.  PTA membership dues are $10 a family.  There 
is a link to Memberhub on the PTA website and it is easier than sending it into the school.   
 
Committee Reports 
Treasurer’s Report – general $29,630, senior $9,839, scholarship $2,600-We started the year with 
approximately $27,500 in the general account.   We collected $1,540 in Membership fees and net 
$295 from the sale of masks.   As of 9/21/2020 the balance in our general account is $29,329.   The 
Senior Account has a balance of $9,939 and the Scholarship account has a balance of $2,600.  We 
currently have a surplus in our account and we need to determine programs that we can offer to 
spend some of our cash.  As a non-profit we need to reduce the balance we are carrying over to the 
following year. 

 

Membership & Fundraising -Join and donate online.  We have 62 members so far and $800 in 
donations.  Hoping to increase membership this year.  There is 1 staff member so far- the teachers 
haven’t been reminded to join yet.   

Central Council-Schools should share fundraising efforts to come up with better pricing and be more 
cohesive.  Discussion on opening of schools.  Each building discussed their concerns about opening.  
All said the opening went smoother than anticipated.   

SEPTA- We had our first meeting on Monday. It was a small in person meeting with parents calling in. 
Please consider joining septa. Septa is for everyone. $10 per family regardless of school. Please join 
online through Memberhub by going to the SEPTA website.  We give 2 students in each school 
scholarships. $500 each student at HHS. Last year we paid for a few trips during midterm week. For 
the special classes at the high school and middle school. They went bowling and had lunch, cradle of 
aviation, a movie trip with best buddies- we paid for shirts for the special classes to wear on trips. We 
paid for lunch at holiday time for the Wms special classes when they went out for the day shopping. 
We had a forum last year that was well received how to prepare for your child’s annual review. We 
are hoping to have a virtual forum in October parenting an anxious child through Northwell the 
behavior health clinic in RVC who treat students in emotional crisis. We will be pushing into the 
younger schools every other month. Our next meeting is a joint meeting with fecc. 

Health & Safety—has not met yet 

Shared Decision—Request for “call-in IT support” for when students are working from home—good 
idea but budgetary issue, Dr. Galati will present the idea to Ms. Cavanaugh, also there is a find it fast 
link online for students to let IT know having issues. Question about break out groups, private chats 
and hand raising functions in Google Meets, if teachers want to use these features are they using 
Microsoft Teams, and if Microsoft Teams is being used must Google Meets also be kept open, and if 
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so, does this create any tech/noise issues? Mr. Machado is a building level TILT. He said that Google 
is updating to allow these functions. He hasn’t heard if using Microsoft Teams and Google Meet 
together is working. Will be discussed at next meeting. Question whether there has been feedback 
from teachers and students about teaching students at home and at school at the same time. 
Teachers said it definitely is challenging, some element of being technologically savvy, but kids at 
home seem engaged and to be doing what they are supposed to be doing for the most part. Question 
about social/emotional well being—there are 5 psych interns working with 2 psychologists, pushing 
into English classes and also maybe PE at least once a quarter, maybe more frequently. 

Curriculum-meeting tomorrow at 9:30am at WEC 

Senior Events -15 members met on Monday.  There are many challenges the committee is facing this 
year.  Decisions can’t be made until there is some idea of what is happening.  They will begin 
fundraising.  They are discussing alternatives if they can’t go to Dave and Busters.  They have a lot of 
ideas.  They developed a senior Facebook and Instagram page which will be up in a few days.  They 
will start to collect senior dues.  The flyer is done and they have come up with their own logo.   

 
Hewlett Woodmere Public Library report-(Caroline Lynch): 
 
ACT Prep and Strategy Course 
Grades 10-12 
Monday, October 5 via Zoom 
Math Portion : 6:30 - 7:30 pm with Dr. Keith Harrow 
Reading/Writing Portion - 7:30 - 8:30 pm with Ms. Ellen Karcinell 
Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0td-irrzooH9PIx_Txzap-5C8PPbmEaQvS 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 
 
Also here is some general information about the current status of the library: 
HWPL is open for Grab & Go Borrowing only. 
Masks are required at all times, and visits may not exceed 30 minutes. 
Library service will be limited, there will be no seating, computers, studying, nor congregating. 
Borrow your items and then enjoy them at home!   Curbside Pickup will still be available.   
 
Principal’s Report, Dr. Galati- I appreciate support from parents in the last 2 years.  Welcome to new 
teachers- Mr. Finn- new to the building but not the district.  He will be teaching one art class at the 
high school.  Mrs. Meizel,- new art teacher Mr. LaBarbera- PE, Ms. Zitto- special ed, Ms.Zambido- sign 
language.  Two students were honored for taking part in the Young Writer Competition and scoring in 
the top 10 % for their grade levels.  Congratulations to 6 seniors who were named National Merit 
commended scholars.   The Choices and Consequences program at the High School has been 
postponed until February and March because it is important that it is a live event.  
 
The Social Workers and psychologists and 5 psych interns are pushing into PE classes to introduce 
themselves to the students.   
 
Back To School Night is tomorrow night virtually.  They will use Google Meet.  A reminder was sent 
home with the name of teachers and periods and when they will be on.  Codes have been provided- 
Parents should sit with students to navigate it.  Each class is 7 minutes in length.   
 
Complete health app each day.  They should be completed by 6:55am for first period students and 
7:55am for second period students.  If they are filled out any later, students may not be printed out on 
the list.   
 
If student or parent is positive for Covid, they have to make contact with the Department of Health- 
They will manage the situation on a case by case basis.  All protocols will be followed.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0td-irrzooH9PIx_Txzap-5C8PPbmEaQvS


 
If a child is sick, provide a Doctor note to clear them to come back to school.  If travel to areas that 
require quarantining- please adhere to that requirement by quarantining for two weeks.  Students 
who are quarantining can go online for the two weeks and still go back to school after the two weeks 
are up.  
 
Students are required to wear masks in school and mask breaks are no more than 5 minutes in each 
class. Barriers are on desks but masks are still required. 
 
Online classes- students should not eat, dress appropriately, make positive contributions to their 
class, and are required to use digital etiquette. 
 
October 5 anticipate complete live instruction will begin.  The decision was made by the task force.  
Parents can change from full in person instruction to hybrid or full online at any time.  Additional 
information is in the FAQ.   
 
Extra curricula activities are held off until October 19th.  We don’t know what they will look like yet.  
The 19th is a tentative date.  Don’t know if it will be remote or in person.  All the schools will be in 
alignment as far as start date.  Their biggest concern is keeping the schools open and the later 
schools are open, the later the custodians are working to get the classrooms cleaned for the next 
day.   
 
Extra help is taking place virtually in all departments. 
 
This year the HS has their first Think Tank-20 staff members are taking part.  Here they discuss what 
needs to be addressed, changed and they come up with a solution.  At the first meeting the members 
discussed that students should be happy and what they can do to make that happen- hoping to do a 
modified spirit week when school goes full in person on October 5th. 
 
Compliments to students and parents- Kids come in wearing masks, social distancing, and 
respecting the expectations. Doing well with up and down staircases. 
 
There are approximate 100 seats for students to eat- in the internet café, cafeteria, library, and 
outside the commons.   
 
There is ongoing support in Schoology for the staff.  Using the tool Dino to monitor kids when given 
assessments.  There are 4 full time instructional leaders to support teachers with technology.   
 
Questions: 

1. Factors and process for having extracurriculars—don’t know if will be remote or in person; 
some LI schools have virtual extracurriculars but none are running in person; priority is 
keeping school open from 7-3 and giving custodians enough time to clean. 

2. Are there discussions about diversity and inclusion—There is a multicultural club. 2 students 
brought up a proposal in June which hopefully can be pursued, student council will look at it 
when back in school. Also, social workers and psychologists and guidance staff work on these 
issues. 

3. Is the district thinking about re-thinking opening school to full in person learning to keep less 
students in the school at once, to avoid closure that would result in an approximately an hour 
and 45 minutes of teacher instruction time a day if we are moved to the contingency plan?  The 
district will be moving forward with the October 5 full day opening.   
 

District Dates 
October 14 – Bd of Ed Budget Session @ 6:30 pm 
October 14 – Bd of Ed Work Meeting @ 7:00 pm 
 

Next Meeting is Tuesday October 20 @ 9:30 am, see you then 


